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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 


To  The  C'hairmax  Ano  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Brierley  hii,l. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1 962. 

I have  to  report  that  the  general  health  of  the  population  has  remained 
satisfactory  throughout  1962  in  spite  of  severe  climatic  conditions  which  were 
beginning  to  be  experienced  towards  the  end  of  this  year. 

Several  factors  liave  contributed  to  the  maintained  health  of  the  district, 
but  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  major  contribution  towards  this  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  Council  in  respect  oJ' the  housing  and  rehousing  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district.  Housing  standards  play  an  imjiortant  part  in  the  maintenance 
of  public  health,  wh.ether  this  be  in  respect  of  personal  physical  health  and 
hygiene  or  even  mental  health.  It  is  jileasing  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  Council 
in  respect  of  their  support  given  to  this  attitude  in  spite  of  the  dillicuities 
which  have  beset  them  administratively  speaking  and  for  which  there  has 
been  no  real  solution. 

The  year  1962  saw  the  eonpiletion  of  the  first  twelve  months  under  the 
“Priority  Scheme”  in  respect  of  rehousing  individuals  whose  applications 
were  supported  by  medical  certificates  from  family  doctors  or  specialists.  It 
is  pleasing  to  record  also  the  co-operation  extended  to  the  work  in  this  category 
by  the  Council  through  its  Housing  Allocation  and  Maintenance  Committee 
and  its  Housing  Department,  and  I must  specially  record  my  thanks  to  the 
valuable  contribution  they  have  both  made  towards  the  health  of  our  com- 
munity in  this  respect. 

A disturbing  note  is  the  vastly  increased  number  ol'  suicides  which  have 
occurred  in  the  district,  and  from  a detailed  study  of  the  social  background 
there  appears  to  be  no  one  single  connecting  factor  between  them.  The  tre- 
(picncy  oi'  suicifles  is  a matter  which  is  usually  unrelated  to  any  jirevailing 
social  policy,  although  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  this  time  tlie  incidence 
of  unemployment  was  increasing. 


'I'lic  general  aetivities  ol'  the  department  in  res|)eet  of  sanitary  work, 
inelnding  smoke  abatement,  have  eontinned  througliont  the  year,  and  whilst 
))erhaps  in  respeet  of  the  operations  under  the  Clean  Air  Aet  1!)56,  these  have 
not  been  quite  so  extensive  as  we  would  have  liked,  the  benefieial  elfeets  of 
this  Aet  are  now  being  appreeiated  by  a sizeal)le  seetion  of  the  eonnnunity, 
and  although  these  are  somewhat  offset  by  eeonomic  eonsiderations,  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  the  aeeeptanee  of  alternative  means  of  eonsunqition 
of  fuels  is  aeeepted  by  the  general  public,  and  that  the  harvest  of  good  health 
will  slowly  increase  in  abundance  as  the  years  proceed. 

Old  customs  and  habits  die  very  hard  however,  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  are  to  be  congratulated  in  their  successful  efforts  to  promote 
health  education  in  this  respect. 

Several  minor  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  district  during 
1962.  No  undue  alarm  should  be  felt,  but  rather  that  this  is  a reflection  of  the 
general  pattern  of  food  poisoning  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  which  has 
shown  an  unwelcome  increase  over  recent  years.  Fortunately,  the  occurrence 
of  food  poisoning  is  rarely  accompanied  by  any  fatalities,  but  there  must  be  a 
general  improvement  in  the  standards  of  food  handling  and  hygiene  if  we  are  to 
avoid  an  extensive  and  ])rolonged  outbreak  of  this  disease.  V^ery  often  food 
poisoning  of  a bacterial  origin  is  caused  by  a momentary  lapse  in  an  individual’s 
personal  hygiene.  The  outbreaks  are  difficult  to  confine,  and  very  often  cannot 
be  traced  to  any  one  individual  source.  It  is  only  by  increasing  the  public’s 
awareness  of  the  principles  of  hygiene,  especially  those  engaged  in  the  produc- 
tion and  handling  of  food,  that  the  situation  can  be  improved,  not  oniy  in  this 
district  but  in  the  nation  as  a whole. 

In  respeet  of  malignant  disease,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I record  that  there 
has  been  no  material  increase  in  deatbs  in  this  category,  and  that  the  number  of 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  have  remained  stationarv.  It  must  be  stated  that  the 
recent  anti-smoking  propaganda,  with  which  we  have  been  assailed,  has  to  a 
certain  extent  paid  dividends,  even  though  evidence  of  cigarette  smoking  is  as 
abundant  as  ever.  In  my  opinion  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  an  individual  under  the 
age  of  16-years  should  be  prohibited,  and  it  should  be  made  an  offence  punishable 
in  law  for  any  individual  of  16-years  of  age  or  under  to  be  seen  smoking  or  to  be 
in  possession  of  cigarettes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  seeds  of  lung  cancer 
are  sown  at  an  early  age  and  the  habit  of  smoking  if  also  acquired  at  an  early 
age  is  thereby  more  difficult  to  eradicate. 

There  have  not  been  any  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  within  the 
district  during  the  year,  and  it  is  especially  pleasing  to  record  that  there  have 
been  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  recorded. 

1962  saw  the  advent  of  Oral  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  and  under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Council  an  extensive  campaign  of  vaccination  was 
commenced  in  April  1962  involving  the  whole  of  the  district.  The  response 
was  excellent,  and  it  is  possible  now  to  estimate  that  something  like  85%  of 
the  eligible  population  has  been  protected. 

The  “smallpox  scare’’  fortunately  left  the  district  unscathed  although  a 
note  must  be  made  here  of  the  advei’se  effects  of  jircss  publicity  in  so  far  as 
that  an  appreciable  amount  of  public  hysteria  was  manifest.  Two  direct 
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contacts  were  isolated  wit liiii  tlie  district  and  I'ortiinatcly  this  procedure  proved 
to  be  all  that  was  necessary.  N’aeeination  lij,nires.  however,  were  unduly  in- 
creased and  one  feels  that  the  whole  sit>iation  was  ruaffnilicd  out  of  all  propor- 
tion. largely  due.  I think,  to  some  ill-advised  comments  from  the  mass  media 
of  eommunieations. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  lluoridation  of  our  water  supplies  will  receive 
the  necessary  stimulus  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1963.  Whilst  I do  not 
wish  to  dwell  at  length  on  this  subject,  it  is  interesting  to  contemplate  that 
even  at  this  early  stage  we  are  being  subjected  to  active  propaganda  by  the 
minority  groups  who  are  using  every  means  at  their  disposal  to  discourage 
this  procedure. 

The  depai'tment  will  be  playing  an  active  })art  in  any  educational  moves 
which  are  necessary  to  present  to  the  public  an  accurate  and  factual  statement 
of  the  situation.  The  policy  of  the  Council  has  always  been  that  they  support 
the  procedure  in  principle.  They  are  satisfied  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
]nibiie  health. 

I have  to  thaidc  the  Chairman  and  ^Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  understanding  during  the  year, 
and  to  express  my  gratitude  in  respect  of  the  ]3oints  mentioned  above  which 
they  have,  in  my  opinion,  materially  contributed  to  the  health  of  this  district. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  PidDlic  Health  Department  for  their 
willing  help  and  assistance  during  the  year,  often  at  a very  little  notice  or 
warning.  Staffing  difficulties  have  beset  the  department  from  time  to  time 
but  have  not  materially  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  work  being  done. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Vour  obedient  se^^■ant. 


PETER  .J.  C.  fVALKER. 

Medical  O fficer  of  Hcallh 


SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


lU'i>istriir-(H‘iK‘nirs  c'stinuitc'  ol'  |)()|)iil;iti()ii  (mid  liXi'J) 

57,  BIO 

Area  (in  acres)  . . 

5,861 

i{ateal)le  ^"alue  . . 

£71  1,808 

Sum  re|)resente(l  by  I’eimy  Hate  . . 

£2,888 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics: 

Total 

Males 

Feta  ales 

Live  Hirtlis:  Legitimate 

. . loat 

544 

400 

Ille<iitimate 

:u 

1 1 

20 

1005 

555 

510 

Birth  Hate  |)er  1,000  population  , . 

Area  t’oun)araI>ility  Factor 

Standardized  Birth  Bate 

1 S . 5 1 

0.!U 

1 7 . 42 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still  Births:  I.ei^itimatc 

15 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

10 

0 

7 

Itate  per  1,000  (liive  and  Still  Births) 
Bate  per  1.000  population  (Still  Births) 

1 t.so 

0 . 2« 

Total 

31  ales 

Feiaales 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Com])arahility  Factor 

Standardized  Death  Bate 

.520 

0.10 

1 .;^o 

1 1 .00 

201 

285 

Death  Bate  of  Iid'ants  nndei'  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1.000  Li\  e Births 

17 

15.00 

Legitimate  Infants  |)er  1,000  Legitimate  Births 

10 

. . 15.47 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1.000  Illegitimate 

Births 

1 

82 . 20 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  , . 

Nil 

Deaths  I'rom  Diarrhoea  (under  two  ye;irs) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

00 

Deaths  from  Tnherenlosis 

2 

H 


Analysis  of  Vital  Statistics: 

Births 

The  Standardized  Hirtli  Rate  of  17.  12  compares  with  Ki.Ot  for  last  year. 


Deaths 


'I'he  Standardized  deatli  rate  of  1 1 .90  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  1 1 .7o 
for  1061.  The  death  rate  per  1.000  home  population  in  England  and  Wales 
is  11.0. 


The  eauses  of  death,  as  per  the  Registrar-tieneral's  return,  are  a])pcnded 
below. 

TABLE  1 


Disease 

19(i2 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

2 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

-- 

— 

— . 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

1 

1 

.\cute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . . 



— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

4 

.1. 

8 

.Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Rronchus 

22 

3 

25 

.Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast.. 

— 

6 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

29 

24 

53 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

3:i 

41 

74 

Coronary  Disease — Angina 

68 

26 

89 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

9 

1 I 

Other  Heart  Disease 

21 

2(i 

47 

Other  Circulatory  Di.scase 

6 

14 

20 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

15 

23 

Bronchitis 

46 

12 

58 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

2 

6 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy — Childbirth,  .Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

3 

6 

Other  defined  and  ill-delined  diseases 

22 

29 

51 

•Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents 

6 

4 

10 

Suicide 

(> 

4 

10 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes 

291 

235 

52(i 

The  most  ireejuent  causes  of  death  are  Heart  Disease  (all  forms).  Cancer 
(all  i'orms).  and  Intracranial  N'asenlar  Lesions.  These  account  for  deaths. 


Population 

Tlic  iKiinhcr  ol'  hirtlis  cxcccdc'd  tlic  luiinhcr  of  (h'atlis  hy 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  lid'aiitile  IMortalily  Hate  of  la.iXi  coiiipares  with  tliat  of  1.': 
1,(X)0  live  births  in  1961. 

Appended  are  tables  showing: — 

(A)  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  Urban  Distriet  of  Brierley  Hill. 

(B)  Congenital  Conditions  attributed  to.  or  eansing,  death  in 
under  the  age  of  one-year  within  the  distriet. 


.69  per 


Infants 


TABLE  II  (A) 


10 


1 1 


TAIiLK  II  (H) 


Year 

So.  of 
Live  liirtlis 

C'onoenilol 

('oii(IHion.<i 

Soii- 

Cotigeiiitol 

('oiiditions 

Total 

Hate  per 

1000  Live 
Births 

1950 

769 

I 

12 

19 

24.71 

1951 

749 

9 

11 

20 

26.70 

1952 

762 

15 

9 

24 

31.51 

1953 

773 

9 

8 

17 

21  .99 

1954 

744 

10 

8 

18 

24 . 1 9 

1 955 

666 

11 

6 

17 

25 . 53 

1956 

710 

10 

5 

15 

21 .13 

1957 

834 

4 

9 

13 

15.59 

1958 

881 

7 

16 

23 

26.10 

1959 

833 

4 

13 

17 

20.41 

1 960 

917 

o 

10 

15 

16.36 

1961 

956 

5 

10 

15 

1 5 . 69 

1 962 

1065 

8 

9 

17 

15.!)6 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  cleatlis  were  reeordecl  during  the  year. 


SECTION  B 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diphtheria 

No  ease  of  I)i])htheria  has  been  re{)orted  during  the  current  year. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  ])erformed  routinely  l)y  family  doctors 
in  the  area,  and  also  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  School  Clinics  of  the  County 
Council.  School  entrants  are  also  immunised  by  arrangement  with  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  Local  Health  Authority. 

Smallpox : 

Appended  below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  performed 
within  the  district  as  a percentage  of  live  births. 

TABLE  III 


Year 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

% of  I^ive  Births 

1954 

744 

117 

15.72 

1955 

666 

109 

16.36 

1956 

710 

165 

23.24 

1957 

834 

225 

26 . 98 

1958 

881 

345 

39.16 

1959 

833 

325 

39.02 

1960 

917 

418 

45 . 58 

1961 

956 

454 

47.49 

1 962 

1 065 

519 

48 . 73 
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I^arly  in  .lamiary  1!)(52  \v(*  ri ccixt-d  notilicatioii  that  there  luul  been  a 
ease  of  smallpox  oeciirriiin’  in  tlie  West  IMidlands.  and.  nnl'ortunately  a contact 
of  this  ease  had  develojied  small])ox  whilst  heinji'  employed  in  Loc’al  (Govern- 
ment. I ^])on  the  immediate  isolation  in  hospital  of  both  eases,  a full  surveillance 
was  made  by  myself  with  the  he  lp  of  the  Coimty  Council  medical  staff,  and  the 
the  duties  of  Ti|)ton  Municipal  liorouyh  were  temporarily  taken  over  durin<f 
this  period. 

\ search  for  the  eoiitaets  involved  six  separate  local  government  districts, 
and  finally,  five  or  six  days  later,  the  primary  contacts  were  traced  and  afl'orded 
small])ox  vaeeination.  It  is  pleasing  to  reeorrl  that  no  further  cases  develojied 
apart  from  the  two  primary  eases.  Primary  contacts  were  isolated  from  tlieir 
places  of  employment  until  all  danger  had  passed. 

1 estimate  that  a total  of  more  than  1.500  individuals  were  interviewetl 
by  the  staff  involved,  and  ajiproximately  50  primary  contacts  were  determined. 
However,  as  stated  in  my  preamble  to  this  report,  unwelcome  publicity  accrued 
and  people  demanded  vaccination  on  a scale  hitherto  never  experienced.  Much 
\'aluable  time  was  lost  in  dealing  with  individuals  elamouriug  for  smallpox 
vaeeination,  but  each  individual  had  no  contact,  even  of  a secondary  nature, 
with  the  original  ease.  Family  doctors  were  pestered  beyond  belief  and  found 
themselves  for  some  considerable  time  unable  to  continue  with  the  normal 
work  of  their  praetiec.  Finally  by  the  middle  of  February  1!)62  we  were  able  to 
pronounce  that  as  far  as  the  West  Midlands  were  concerned  all  immediate 
danger  had  passed. 

It  is  easy  to  engage  hindsight,  but  certain  morals  I feel  must  be  con- 
structed from  this  unwelcome  oeeurrenee  of  smallpox.  First,  every  endeavour 
must  be  made  to  maintain  a high  state  of  smallpox  vaeeination  in  this  country. 
In  spite  of  w'hat  some  authorities  say.  it  is  the  only  proven  method  of  limiting 
the  outbreak  of  smallpox  and  the  only  means  of  protection.  This  is  necessary 
because  of  many  reasons,  not  the  least  ot  which  is  the  case  of  international 
travel  from  areas  where  smallpox  is  endemic.  Secondly,  there  is  the  necessity 
to  (piell  public  panic,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  a full  and  adv''(|uate 
relationship  with  the  press.  It  is  rather  disappointing  to  have  to  record  that 
statements  from  ollieial  bodies  were  still  not  forthcoming  and  often  eonllietcd 
with  the  \ iews  of  the  individuals  on  the  spot.  The  maintenance  of  good  public 
relations  during  an  cjiidemic  is  of  paramount  imj)ortanec.  and  I cannot  say 
with  any  truth  that  this  obtained  during  the  incidents  described  above. 

'I'he  final  lesson  to  be  learned  from  this  oeeurrenee  is  that  it  is  not  an 
o|)portune  time  for  \arious  emminent  men  to  air  their  individual  views  upon 
the  properties  of  smallpox  \ aeeination:  there  is  a time  and  place  for  doing  this, 
and  1 feel  that  it  should  not  be  situated  in  the  middle  of  an  investigation  of  an 
outbi’(‘ak  of  smallpox. 


Tuberculosis; 


85  notilicatioiis  wc-ro  ivct'ivc'il  us  (•()iii|)arc“(l  with  58  for  tlic  prcv  ions  y?ur: 
tlu'i'c  were  2 cleatlis. 

Appi'iulc'd  l)elow  is  the  state  ol'  tlic  Tuberculosis  ref^istcr  at  the  present 
inoinent.  tooether  with  a table  showiuo'  a^e  and  sev  distril)ution  ol'  new  eases, 
deaths  ami  recovery,  of  Tid)ereulosis  dnrin<i' 

1 also  append  a set  of  comparative  tables  showing  the  total  notiticaitions 
of  and  deaths  from  Tnberenlosis  tiuring  the  last  U5-years. 


TABLE  IV 

TllIElU'LLOSIS  REGISTER 


MALES 

FEX 

(ALES 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Fnlmonary 

Pulmonary 

No)i- 

P ulmonary 

N umber  of  Tnberenlosis 

cases  on  Register  at 

the  1st  January,  19t;2 

290 

44. 

289 

50 

029 

New  Notifications 

12 

1 

i 

12 

*> 

27 

Number  restored  to 

Register  having  been 

previously  removed 

1 

— 

-- 

— 

1 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

— 

4 

— 

5 

Cases  brought  to  notice 

otherwise  than  bv  for- 

mal  notification 

1 

— 

1 

— 

o 

Number  removed  from 

Register  during  19(52 

28 

— 

10 

— 

88 

Number  on  Register  at 
81st  December,  1962 

282 

45 

240 

58 

081 
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AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NEW  CASES,  DEATHS,  and  RECOVERY,  of  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1962 
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TAIU.K  VI 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Notifications  for  the  following  Years: 


Year 

I’opnlation 

Ma 

los 

Ken 

lales 

'I’otal 

I’lilmoiiary 

N’oii- 

I’lilinoiiary 

I’ulinonary 

Non- 

Knlinonary 

1038 

46,360 

23 

8 

18 

4 

68 

1030 

46,360 

26 

3 

21 

3 

58 

1 0-K) 

44,340 

20 

6 

10 

5 

59 

104.1 

45,000 

33 

5 

20 

4 

62 

1042 

45,000 

28 

3 

10 

3 

58 

1043 

45,000 

20 

3 

18 

5 

55 

1044 

44,500 

24 

5 

31 

1 

61 

1045 

44,410 

31 

4 

21 

5 

61 

1046 

46,100 

26 

4 

37 

7 

74 

1 047 

47,060 

26 

4 

30 

6 

66 

1048 

48,250 

21 

3 

25 

3 

52 

1040 

48,400 

34 

1 

25 

8 

63 

1050 

48,000 

30 

2 

21 

2 

55 

1051 

48,600 

30 

— 

26 

5 

70 

1052 

48,730 

26 

2 

22 

7 

57 

1053 

48,070 

43 

2 

33 

3 

81 

1054 

40,350 

28 

3 

32 

2 

65 

1 055 

40,740 

41 

1 

15 

— 

57 

1056 

50,280 

20 

— 

10 

48 

1057 

51,180 

15 

— 

16 

3 

34 

10n8 

52,0(i0 

10 

2 

10 

1 

41 

1 050 

53,280 

27 

1 

16 

3 

47 

1060 

D-t.. "»()() 

27 

— 

20 

2 

40 

1061 

56.010 

30 

21 

2 

53 

1 062 

57,430 

15 

1 

17 

2 

;55 

TABLE  VII 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  for  each  of  the  following  years: 


Year 

I’opulation 

.Males 

Females 

Total 

I’ulinonary 

N'on- 

I’lilinonary 

I’ulmonai'v 

Xon- 

I’lilmonary 

1938 

46,360 

27 

2 

5 

1 

35 

1 030 

46,360 

's 

31 

1040 

44,340 

84 

1041 

45,000 

^ Kiiiu?'es 

uiiflcr  tliese 

lieadiiifi's  not 

available 

32 

1042 

45,000 

37 

1 043 

45,000 

39 

1044 

44,500 

19 

1 

0 

3 

32 

1 045 

44,410 

13 

1 

17 

2 

38 

1 046 

46,100 

17 

2 

16 

1 

36 

1047 

47,060 

0 

2 

17 

1 

20 

1048 

48,250 

12 

— 

1.5 

1 

28 

1 040 

48,400 

17 

5 

16 

3 

41 

1050 

48,000 

0 

1 

8 

3 

21 

1051 

48,600 

15 

1 

8 

1 

25 

1052 

48,730 

10 

1 

0 

— 

20 

1 053 

48,070 

6 

1 

4 

2 

IS 

1054 

40,350 

6 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1 055 

40,740 

3 

5 

— 

8 

1056 

50,280 

2 

1 

2 

— 

5 

1957 

51,180 

4 

2 

— 

0 

1058 

.52,060 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 050 

53,280 

5 

- - 

1 

— 

6 

1 060 

54, .560 

3 

— 

2 

— 

5 

1061 

56,010 

— 

5 

1062 

.57,430 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1(1 
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SECTION  C 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

The  County  Couiieil  througli  its  Area  Medical  Ollieer  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  t'ollowing  health  services: 

Health  Centres 

Care  of  Mothers  and  \'onng  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visitinj^ 

H ome  Nnrsin^f 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care 
Domestic  Help 

Vaccination  and  Imnumisation 
Amhnianec  Service 
Mental  Health  Service 

Close  liaison  between  this  Department  aiul  the  Area  Health  Olliee  is 
maintained. 

Hospitals 

Administration  of  IIos})itals  and  S|)eeiahst  Ser\  iees  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hosj)itals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Wordsley  Hospital,  Brierley  Hill 
(Jnest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Other  IIos})itals  within  easy  reach  are  those  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Cases  of  infections  diseases  are  referred  to  Isolation  Hos|)itals,  e.g.,  Moxley 
Hospital.  \Vcdnesbnrv  and  Hayley  (Jreen  Hospital,  Halesowen. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  Maternity  eases  are  admitted  to 
Wordsley  Hosj)ital,  and  to  the  Rosemary  Kdnam  Maternity  Home  at  Dudley. 

Tuberculosis 

Sanatoria  are  pro\  ided  at  Kinver,  Prestwood,  and  Himley.  Cases  of 
surgical  tuberculosis  arc  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The  Woodlands. 
Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Woh  erhampton. 


Post  Mortem  Room 

()7  bodies  were  admitted  to  the  Post  Mortem  Room  during  the  year. 


1'he  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Natural  Causes  . . . . . . 4() 

•Asphyxia  . . . . . . *2 

Still  Birth  1 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . !) 

Misadventure  . . . . 2 

•Veeidentai  Death  .'t 

Cause  nnktiown  (out  of  area)  . . t 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  IIcalMi  Laboratory  Service  continues  to  deal  with  the  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  sj^eeimens  sent  from  this  area. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst,  who  acts  for  the  Urban  Distriet. 


National  Assistance  Act 

Fight  iiroeednrcs  were  contemplated  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  11)48-1  !)61.  hut  fortunately  natural  causes  prevailed  before  the 
local  machinery  could  be  put  into  operation. 


SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  District  is  served  by  two  Companies.  The  North  Woveestershire 
Water  Board  supply  3. ‘250  houses  at  Wordsley,  while  the  rest  of  the  area  is 
served  by  the  South  Stalfordshire  Water  Board.  In  both  cases  the  supply 
comes  from  deep  wells  and  bore-holes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  to  depths 
varying  from  200  feet  to  500  feet.  The  water  is  examined  regularly  and  has 
continued  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 


The  following  arc  typical  analyses: 

North  Worcestershihe  Water  Board 


lidcteriolngical  Exam iindiun : 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  after 

48-hours  iucubatiou  at  37  deg.  Cent.  . . Nil  per  100  i\I.L. 


( 'iirm ical  Exam iiiatian : 

])H  Value 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  jiresent  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

.Appearance 

Metallic  Contamination 


7 


Parts  per  million 
410.0 
Nil 


0.012 

0.0 

35.0 

0.04 


Clear  and  colourless 
Nil 
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South  Staki’okdsiiikk  Watkk  Hoahd 
Bacteriological  Bj'aai  i nalioii : 

Coli  AerotTtMics  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  ufter 

4S-lionrs  inenhation  at  37  (leg.  Cent.  . . Nil  per  100  M.L. 

( 'hem  ical  Kram  i nation : 
pH  Value 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

Free  and  Saline  .\mmonia  . . 

Albuminoid 
Nitric  Nitrogen 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80-degs.  F. 

Appearance 
Metallic  Contamination 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  also  the  Cleansing  Superintendent 
and  details  of  the  work  carried  out  will  he  found  in  his  report. 


7.4 

Barts  per  million 
370.0 
Nil 
0 . OOS 
11.8 
33.0 
0 . 04 

Clear  and  colourless 
Nil 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING 


As  niCMitioiicd  in  the  |)reatul)lc‘  to  this  report,  active  co-operation  exists 
hetween  the  Public  Health  I)e])artmcnt  and  the  Housing'  Department. 

In  late  UXil  a scheme  was  evolved  and  taken  to  the  Council  whereby  all 
applications  tor  rehonsing  or  change  of  Council  accommodation  could  receive 
consideration  in  rcsjreet  of  medical  factors  prevailing  in  the  api)licants  houses. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  accepted  this  scheme  in  principle  and 
that  its  operation  has  |)roceetled  smoothly  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

The  scheme  in  essence  is  rather  simple  and  is  composed  of  five  “Prioritv 
(iradings”  from  the  letter  “A”  to  the  letter  “K”.  e.g.,  cases  of  tubcrcnlosis. 
Heart  Disease.  eTc.,  are  placed  in  Priority  Grade  “A”,  wliilst  such  factors  as 
Anxiety  Neurosis  are  placed  in  Graelc  “K”. 

In  the  assessment  ol  what  is  thought  to  be  a fair  Priority  Grading,  not 
only  the  illness  of  the  ajrplieant  is  taken  into  eonsieleration  but  also  the  en- 
vironmental and  social  factors.  If.  after  the  award  of  a Priority  Grade,  there 
is  further  eleterioration  either  medieahy  or  socially,  then  machinery  exists 
for  a re-assessment. 


I am  happy  to  report  that  over  the  last  twelve  months  the  scheme  has 
operated  smoothly  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  involved.  There  is.  of  course, 
the  ever-present  stricture  of  shortage  of  housing  aecommoelation.  The  Council, 
therefore,  has  decided  to  deal  with  the  most  important  Priority  Grades  initially, 
and  this.  I think,  is  a very  fair  assessment. 

Prom  the  1st  January  196*2  to  the  81st  DeeembeT  196*2.  a total  of  158  visits 
have  been  made  to  households  and  the  recommendations  forwarded  to  the 
Housing  Committee  for  consideration. 

Once  again  I record  my  appreciation  of  the  snjrport  of  the  Chairman  and 
.Alcmbers  of  the  Housing  ('ommittec  given  to  me  in  this  dillieult.  and  at  times 
unrewarding  task.,  and  also  to  note  my  thanks  to  INIiss  Southall  and  her  stall 
for  their  ready  help  and  eo-operation. 

The  Architect  and  Housing  Director  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
iid'ormation: 

Houses  completed  during  the  year  . . 1*20 

The  total  of  ]K)st-vvar  dwellings  eom|)leted  is  now  as  follows: — 


Permanent  Traditional . . . . . . 8,300 

(the  houses  for  sale  are  not  inclnded  in  this  total) 
Permanent  Traditional  Maisonettes  . . 6 

Permanent  New  Traditional  . . . . *248 

Permanent  New  Traditional  Flats  . . 46 

Permanent  .Mumininm  Hnngalows  . . 40 

'I'emporarv  .Asbestos  Bungalows  . . 100 

.Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 11 


'I'otal 


8,751 
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'I’lic  total  of  .‘l.Tal  excludes  KiO  l\)st-\Var  houses  huilt  aud  sold  aud  2t 
'I'emporarv  Aliuniuiuiu  Hiiujialows  heiiif*'  demolished  as  vacated. 

There  are  dwelliuos  oii  approved  tenders  of  which  259  are  iu  e(jiu-se 
of  eoustruetiou. 

Teuders  tor  2.‘t  dwelliuys  await  Ministry  approval. 

Chapel  Street  Kedevelopmeut.  Phase  1.  ] ('onuneneed  duriiio- 

Shellield  Street  Flats.  j the  _\eai. 

Schemes  oi  .\eeommodatiou  tor  the  Ayed  are  in  hand  lor  Kin<iswintord. 
Quarry  Hank,  and  Wordsicy. 

Community  Centre,  Ilawhnsh  tender  approved  work  eommeneed. 
Community  Centres  for  Kingswinford  and  Pensnett  ii*  hand. 


712  houses  were  completed  in  1962  and  644  were  in  course  of  eonstrnetion 
at  the  end  of  the  year:  the  breakdown  of  these  ligures  is; 


lac. 

1962  Total 

1961  , Total 

over 

! 

1 

1961 

Council  houses  completed  . . 

120  I 

276 

Private  houses  completed  . . 

592  712 

442  718 

— 

Council  houses  under  construction 

259  ! 

■ 

112 

Private  houses  under  construction 

385  i 644 

268  380 

264 

Total  Post-War  Council  liouses  . . 

3,751  1 

3.693  , 

Total  Post-AVar  Private  houses  . . 

4,124  ^ 7,875 

3,532  1 7,225 

i 

650 

SECTION  F 


VETERINARY  REPORT— LIVE  AND  DEAD  MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  number  of  animals  killed  sliowed  an  inerease  of  8().S.‘1S  when  e!)m- 
jiared  with  those  killed  in  1961. 


1960 

1961 

1962 

Increase 



198,173 

226,643 

255.995 

29.352 

Cattle 

2,125 

2,349 

2.469 

120 

Sheep 

8.870 

11.539 

13.905 

2.366 

Calves 

136 

1 52 

20 

— 

22 


.5*2  cases  ol'  Swine  Fe\  er  were  I'ouncl  and  nntilied  to  tlie  Ministry  of  Agri- 
e\iltnre  Fisheries  A Food.  Tliis  eonipares  with  t eases  during  1901.  The 
increase  was  mainly  due  to  a higher  ineidenee  of  the  disease  natif)nally  bnt 
also  to  the  improvement  in  the  standard  ol  itis|)eetion. 

C'ertiticates  for  export  of  *2, .51 8 eases  or  bales  of  meat  produets  were 
issued  and  for  this  service  a charge  of  £125  18s.  Od.  was  levied  on  Messrs. 
Marsh  & Ba.xter  Idmited.  The  meat  products  w'ent  to  the  tollowing  places: 


Antigua 

(Guadalcanal 

Bahamas 

Kuwait 

Bathurst 

Iran 

(’yprus 

Liberia 

Freetown 

Singapore 

Germany 

Solomon  Island 

Gibraltar 

Spain 

During  the  year  1.195  pig  lungs  were  inspected  for  various  owmers  and 
certificates  were  sent  informing  them  of  the  number  of  lungs  infected  w'ith 
pneumonia. 

Material  was  supplied  to  teaching  uirits  in  the  Medical  Schools  at  Liverpool. 
Leeds,  and  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  and  to  research  departments  at  the  Royal 
Veterinary  College,  London,  and  to  the  Institute  of  Virology.  Glasgow. 

63  pigs  died  in  the  factory  lairage  wdiilst  awaiting  slaughter.  265  pigs 
and  2 sheep  died  in  transit.  A post-mortem  examination  was  carried  out  on 
each  of  these  animals.  None  was  affected  with  anthrax. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  is  relatively  small.  Much  of  that  con- 
demned is  due  to  the  high  incidence  of  pig  jmeumonia  and  its  complications. 
.A.  slow'  start  has  been  made  by  some  of  the  enlightened  pig  owners  to  make  an 
eflort  to  eliminate  this  disease. 


The  weight  of  meat  condemned  is  as  follows: 


'Fans 

Civts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

1.  From  the  Bi'ierley  Hill  faedory: 

Impeirtcel  meat 

— 

8 

2 

6 

From  faetorv  killed  pigs 

193 

9 

8 

22 

From  faetorv  killcel  cattle  . . 

6 

1 

1 

8 

From  faetorv  killeel  shec])  . . 

1 

4 

0 

25 

From  factory  killeel  eah  es  . . 

-■ 

8 

10 

'I'otal 

201 

2 

8 

15 

From  the  Hirrningham  factories  ol  Messrs. 

Marsh  & Baxter  T>imited  . . . . 27  6 2 IS 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  tlie  year  196*2.  In  doing  so  I 
have  amended  the  presentation  in  an  endeavour  to  ereate  more  interest  and 
avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  printing  of  pages  of  “dry  as  dust”  statistics  which 
]ireviously  perhaps  ajipeared  to  be  unrelated  to  comments  made  on  other  pages. 

The  work  of  a Public  Health  Inspector  can  roughly  be  divided  into  five 
main  categories  plus  an  infinite  variety  of  miscellaneous  matters  with  which 
the  Inspectors  training  enables  him  to  deal.  For  the  purpose  of  this  report, 
the  main  classifications  are — 

(1)  (General  administration,  investigation  of  complaints  and  abatement 
of  nuisances. 

(2)  ('lean  Air  Act  control  of  domestic  and  industrial  smoke  and  the 
measurement  of  air  pollution. 

(3)  Housing — the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  and  the  repair  and  improve- 
ment of  houses  which  merit  such  treatment. 

(4)  The  inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  to  control  fitness  for  human 
consumption,  and  the  sampling  of  food  to  ensure  good  standards  of 
hygiene,  composition  and  (juality. 

(5)  Refuse  collection  and  dis])osal. 

.\11  these  matters  have  received  due  attention  during  1962  and  reasonable 
progress  can  be  claimed  in  all  matters  except  housing,  in  respect  of  whii-h. 
progress  was  again  slow.  It  is  particularly  disappointing  to  have  to  report  such 
little  demand  for  grants  towards  the  cost  of  installing  baths  and  hot  water 
svstems  in  old  houses.  A new  house  without  these  essential  amenities  is  un- 
tliinkable  and  one  presumes  that  the  new  occupiers  enjoy  their  use.  Is  it  the 
case  that  the  occupiers  of  the  older  houses  do  not  miss  what  thev  have  never 
had? 


I wish  to  thank  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  my  Deputy  for 
the  hard  work  put  in  duriiig  the  year,  and  the  Chief  Clerk  and  clerical  stall’  for 
their  behind-the-scenes  duties  conscientiously  performed. 

The  eontinued  interest  anti  sup})ort  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  members  must  again  be  put  on  record.  In  all  matters  the 
importance  of  [)romoting  and  improving  public  health  standards  has  been  the 
first  priority. 

'I'he  assistance  and  co-opt  ration  of  the  .Aletlical  Oflieer  of  Health  anti  the 
Chit'f  Ollicers  of  tdher  Departnumts  is  also  acknowledgetl. 
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General  Administration 

A detailed  reeord  is  kept  of  nil  eomplaints  made  to  the  Department,  and 
the  increase  from  4(59  to  570  no  doubt  reflects  the  continued  f^rowth  of  tliis 
Drban  District.  A larjre  jn’oportion  of  the  increase  was  in  drain  stoppages 
dead  with  by  the  workman  employed  for  the  ])urpose.  This  is  a free  service 
much  appreciated  by  householders. 

C'om|)laiids  fell  into  the  following  eategories:-- 


Drain  stoppages  . . . . . . . . . . 309 

General  defects  to  houses.  . . . . . . . 149 

Industrial  nuisances,  noise,  ete.  . . . . . . H 

.Accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Offensive  odours  . . . . . . . . . . 3'2 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Insect  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 21 


.All  complaints  were  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken  in  accord- 
ance with  the  various  powers  given  by  .Acts  of  Parliament  Regulations  or 
Local  Byelaws. 

During  the  year  303  interview's  took  place  covering  all  aspects  of  the 
department’s  duties. 

In  addition  to  attention  to  eomplaints,  routine  visits  were  made  to 
houses,  shops,  factories  and  food  premises  as  required  by  statute.  .All  meat 
slaughtered  in  the  district  and  much  other  food  was  inspected  and  subjected 
to  regular  sampling  for  qualitative  or  bacteriological  examination.  The 
following  pages  sectionalised  under  various  headings  give  more  details  of  this 
work. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Summary  of  Inspections 
Houses 

Hairdressers  . . 

Other  Shops  . . 

Rivers  Pollution 
Public  Conveniences  . . 

Drainage  (Inspection) 

Drainage  Tests 
Cesspools 
House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collections 
.Accumulations 
Infectious  Diseases  . . 

Disinfestation 
Cleansing 
Swimming  Pool 


Hr- 

I nsiiections  i nsprctioiis 


771 

040 

6 

— 

117 

— 

10 

o 

0 

f) 

207 

109 

12 

11 

10 

— 

30 

— 

1 22 

39 

lOS 

30 

In  cn-o|)('ratiun  with  the  Severn  Hiver  Hcjard  elldrts  to  eliminate  inclusti'ial 
pollution  of  the  Dingle  and  ^Vordslcy  Brook  were  eontinued.  The  Company 
eoneerned,  employed  a eontraetor  to  elear  a deposit  of  oil  and  undertook  to 
install  filtering  equipment  to  |)revcnt  further  pollution. 

Hejirescntations  were  made  to  the  (fas  Board  about  foul  smells  resulting 
from  the  use  of  gas  liejuor  as  a fertiliser  on  agrieultural  land.  An  undertaking 
was  given  that  deodorized  licjuor  only  would  be  used  in  future  in  the  vieinity 
of  houses. 

Inspeetors’  reports  resulted  in  the  serviee  of  184  Informal  Notiees  re- 
(juiring  the  abatement  of  nuisanees.  In  most  eases  these  were  eomplied  with 
but  in  other  eases  Statutory  Abatement  Notiees  were  served  as  follows:  — 

Section  39  . . . . . . . . iS 

Section  93  . . . . . . . . 13 

Section  83  . . . . . . . . ] 


Legal  Proceedings 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a tenant  and  sub-tenant  with  regard 
to  cleanliness  of  premises. 

The  tenant  was  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  and  the  sub-tenant  was  fined  £2  Os.  Od. 
with  £2  2s.  Od.  costs. 

'Fhe  following  is  a list  of  repairs  effected  in  dwelling  houses: — 


Hoofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 

External  brickwork  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Rainwater  pipes  or  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 38 

l)amj5  proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Firegrates  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed.  . . . . . . . . . 45 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Staircases  rejiaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1 

Wash-houses  repaired  or  rebuilt  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  (brickwork)  . . . . . . 3 

Wash  boilers  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 8 

Water  closets  repaired,  etc.  . . . . . . . . <><> 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


3.41  S visits  were  iiiiule  to  doniestie  premises  and  170  visits  to  industrial 
premises.  As  a matter  of  routine,  observations  were  made  on  the  various 
chimneys  in  Smoke  Control  Areas,  and  176  formal  observations  were  made  to 
record  smoke  emissions  from  factory  chimneys. 

Three  further  Smoke  t'ontrol  Orders  were  declared  affecting  new  private 
housing  development  at  Valley  Fields,  Kingsw'inford  and  some  38  adjoining 
older  houses  in  Moss  Grove,  Summerhill  and  Swindon  Road  (No.  12  Area); 
new  housing  development  at  Bromley  liane  and  Wordsley,  together  with  83 
o.der  houses  and  Wordsley  Hospital  (No.  13  Area)  and  new  housing  develop- 
ment at  Ashwood,  Wordsley  (No.  14  Area). 

Survey  w'ork  was  commenced  on  a further  area  which  will  link  up  areas 
Nos.  4.  9 and  14. 


The  following  is  a complete  list  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  made  since  the 


.Vet 

came  into  force: — 

.Vo. 

Description 

No.  of 
houses 

Acreage 

Date  of 

Commencement 

1 

Council  Estate 

124 

13.5 

1-  1-60 

2 

Council  Estate 

74 

6.1 

1-  1-60 

3 

Council  Estate 

96 

10.1 

1-  1-60 

4 

Private  Development 

204 

36.5 

1-  1-60 

.5 

Conned  Estate 

207 

34.1 

1-  1-60 

6 

Council  Estate 

80 

13.4 

1-  1-60 

7 

Council  Estate 

178 

33 . 4 

1-  1-60 

8 

Private  Development 

374 

52 . 0 

1-10-61 

9 

Private  Development 

550 

1 03 . 0 

1-10-61 

10 

Council  Estate 

348 

1 23 . 0 

1-  9-61 

1 1 

Mixed  Council  anti  Private 
Development  . . 

388 

84.0 

1-10-61 

12 

Private  Development 

496 

136.9 

1-  9-63 

13 

Private  Development 

1251 

273 . 0 

1-  9-63 

14 

Private  Development 

1210 

121  .7 

1-  9-63 

.\hnf)st  one  fifth  of  the  Frban  District  is  now' 

subject  to 

Smoke  Control. 

Tlie  C'ouncii  decided  to  endeavour  to  lu’ing  l.oOO  houses  per  year  under 
smoke  control  so  tliat  the  Frban  District  may  he  fullv  smoke  controlled  bv 
U)71. 

As  in  previous  years,  smoke  and  sulpliur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  was 
measured  by  means  of  three  volumetric  recording  machines.  These  are  stationed 
at  the  Civic  Buildings,  Brierley  Hill,  the  Portw'ay  Housing  Estate,  Kingswun- 
t’ord  and  at  Bidgc  Road,  Kingswint'ord.  The  machine  at  Ridge  Road  is  w'ithin 
a Smoke  Control  Area  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  a foggy  spell  in 
December,  1962,  smoke  recorded  at  the  Portway  Housing  Estate  w'hich  is  not 
smoke  controlled  was  tlirce  and  a half  times  as  dense  as  that  at  Ridge  Road. 


TABLE  I 

CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOIKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
BY  VOLUMETRIC  APPARATUS 

All  Readings  in  Mierogrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


1902 

SMC 

mE 

SULPHUR 

DIOXIDE 

Monthly  Av 
Value 

erage 

Highest  Daily 
Average 

Monthly  Average 
Value 

Highest  Daily 
Average 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

C 

.January  . . 

196 

212 

100 

586 

741 

455 

109 

81 

56 

513 

313 

240 

February  . . 

207 

153 

60 

443 

466 

303 

87 

56 

39 

156 

no 

120 

-Marcb 

169 

165 

113 

404 

495 

371 

87 

65 

58 

193 

202 

147 

April 

132 

— 

61 

242 

189 

200 

74 

— 

42 

195 

105 

88 

May 

92 

88 

43 

232 

350 

181 

61 

41 

39 

156 

140 

139 

.June 

53 

38 

20 

97 

91 

67 

— 

29 

27 

72 

91 

72 

•July 

64 

52 

28 

122 

107 

82 

71 

63 

48 

214 

189 

177 

.August 

44 

31 

12 

131 

73 

52 

52 

47 

47 

143 

93 

188 

September 

88 

76 

34 

226 

180 

111 

93 

79 

61 

277 

192 

161 

October  . . 

139 

1.39 

77 

314 

372 

249 

173 

141 

118 

389 

310 

253 

November 

259 

288 

118 

678 

1069 

343 

272 

237 

167 

.559 

410 

301 

December 

256 

298 

145 

803 

1310 

672 

188 

149 

132 

532 

569 

504 

Yearly  .Average  . . 

141 

140 

67 

— 

— 

— 

115 

89 

69 

— 

— 

— 

.1 — Civic  lliiildino's,  lirierley  Hill. 

H -Portway  Scliool,  Kingsw'inford. 
C Ridge  Road,  Kingswint'ord. 
Insnllicient  number  of  results. 


Suli)hur  Dioxitle  is  also  measured  at  six  lead  peroxitle  recording  stations. 
There  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  readings  during  the  last  few'  years. 
.\s  with  the  volumetric  apparatus,  results  for  May  to  September  period  are 
low  and  relleet  the  reduction  in  fuel  usage  for  space  heating  during  the  summer 
months. 
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TAMLK  11 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  SO.  RECORDERS 

Results  as  ol'  S()3/l)av  eolleeted  1)\'  100  sc],  cm. 


1 962 

S TA  TlOX  N IJM  BER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

•lanuarv.  . 

2 . :u 

2 . U 

2.12 

2.19 

1.29 

2 . 38 

Februarv 

2.10 

1 .62 

1.80 

1.82 

1.95 

3 . 22 

March 

2 . 79 

1 .70 

2 . 33 

3.04 

1.62 

2 . 30 

.\pril 

2 . 03 

1 .30 

1.93 

1.46 

1.40 

1 .90 

Mav 

1 .63 

1.48 

1.33 

1 . 56 

0.89 

1.58 

.June 

0.91 

0 . 90 

0.65 

0.94 

0.47 

0.89 

.lulv 

1.03 

0 . 84 

0.88 

0.77 

0.66 

1.76 

.Vugust  . . 

0.67 

0.71 

0 . 72 

0 . 95 

0 . 50 

1.00 

September 

1.03 

1.00 

0.94 

1.02 

0.58 

1 .31 

October  . . 

1 .86 

1.12 

1 .50 

1 . 59 

1 .01 

2 . 04 

\o^■ember 

2.96 

1.75 

2.59 

2.17 

1 .53 

2.79 

December 

2 . 53 

2.21 

2 . 22 

2 . 48 

2 . 32 

2.12 

Yearly  Average; 

1 962  . . 

1.82 

1.40 

1.58 

1 .67 

1.19 

1.94 

1961  .. 

1.57 

1 . 18 

1 .36 

1 . 23 

0 . 99 

1 . 65 

I think  that  the  ('ouneil  can  claim  that  satisfactory  progress  is  being  made 
with  domestic  smoke  control.  The  same  niay  be  said  of  industrial  smoke 
which  is  now  subject  to  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted 
Periods)  Regulations.  Industry  was  allowed  seven  years  irom  July.  1956  to 
complete  the  modernisation  of  obsolete  plant  which  might  be  dilTieidt  to 
operate  smokelessly.  This  fact  has  been  consistently  brought  to  the  notice  of 
individual  plant  operators,  and  there  has  been  a .steady  changeover  to  auto- 
matic firing.  There  are  now  few  hand  fired  boilers  left,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they 
will  soon  go  out  of  use.  Hand  fired  boilers  can,  of  course,  be  fired  without 
causing  smoke,  but  this  entails  the  use  of  much  skill  and  care  by  the  stoker. 
On  the  other  hand,  mechanical  ecpiipment  must  be  maintained  in  good  con- 
dition, and  no  doubt  this  will  be  the  next  matter  reciuiring  the  attention  of 
Smoke  Inspectors. 

The  1956  Act  made  the  provision  that  all  new  furnaces  should  be  capable 
of  operating  smokelessly,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  it  is  very  rare  indeed 
to  see  smoke  emitted  from  the  many  new  factories  erected  in  this  district  since 
1956.  Notice  of  the  installation  of  new  furnaces  is  rciiuired  to  be  given  to  the 
Council,  and  this  gives  the  opportunity  to  check  on  the  proposals. 
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( crtilicatcs  of  prior  approval  in  accordanco  with  Section  3 of  the  Ac-t  were 
jjiven  in  respect  of  two  furnaces. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor,  all  plans  were  perused  to  cheek  that 
new  chimneys  would  be  of  adequate  height  so  as  not  to  be  likeiy  to  cause 
nuisance  from  flue  gases  at  ground  level. 

The  prevention  of  nuisanee  due  to  the  diseharge  of  grit  and  dust  is  dealt 
with  separately  under  the  Act,  Section  5 of  which  requires  that  any  practicable 
means  there  may  be  shall  be  adopted  to  minimise  emissions.  Foundrj'  cupolas 
are  the  principal  furnaces  likely  to  cause  nuisance  although  boilers  using  forced 
draught  can  also  cause  trouble.  Of  the  18  cupolas  in  the  area  1 1 are  now  fitted 
with  an  approved  grit  arrester. 

No  report  on  air  pollution  in  Brierley  Hill  would  be  complete  without 
reference  to  the  processes  registered  under  the  Alkali  Acts.  These  processes 
are  inspected  by  Inspectors  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  They  present  difficult  technical  problems,  some  of  which,  will 
take  some  years  to  solve.  The  Council  has  from  time  to  time  received  reports 
from  the  I^ocal  Inspector  following  representations  made  about  particular 
premises,  and  it  would  appear  that  progress  is  being  made.  Registered  processes 
include  steel  making  furnaces,  gas  producers,  hot  blast  cupolas  and  brick  kilns, 
all  of  which,  are  to  be  seen  in  Brierley  Hill.  It  is  hoped  that  the  seven  year 
period  previously  mentioned  will  be  applied  as  far  as  is  practicable  to  these 
processes  so  that  1963  can  give  some  definite  date  for  the  abatemeni"  of  these 
nuisances. 


Water  Supplies 


Samples  of  the  water  supply  from  the  public  mains  were  submitted  for 
analysis  as  follows: 


Chemical 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 

Company  . . . . . . . . 9 

North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  3 

VV'ordsley  Hospital  . . . . . . 4 


Bacteriological 

11 

3 

6 


A complaint  of  taint  and  discolourisation  of  drinking  water  at  a new  school 
was  found  to  be  due  to  metallic  contamination.  This  was  referred  to  the 
County  Council  for  appropriate  action. 


Swimming  Pools 

Routine  samples  of  the  water  in  the  t'ornicil’s  Public  .Swimming  Pool  were 
taken  at  fretpient  intervals,  the  alkalinity  and  chlorine  content  being  checked 
at  the  same  time.  Sixty  bacteriological  samples  and  three  chemically  tested 
samples  all  proved  satisfactory.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  elficient 
management  aiul  “on  the  spot”  control  exercised  by  the  Bath's  Superintendent. 


Infectious  Disease  Prevention 


1*22  visits  vvcro  made  for  cn(]uiries  in  eonneetion  with  eases  of  infeetions 
disease,  the  opportunity  being  taken  to  report  on  the  housing  eonditions  of  the 
families  eoneerned.  Five  houses  were  disinfeeted. 

Verminous  Premises 

Four  houses  were  sprayed  for  tlie  elimination  of  bugs  and  ninety-six  lot 
eoekroaehes.  ants.  ete. 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Lieenees  were  operative  for  earavans  on  the  following  sites:  — 


Swnber  of 


Site  Caravans 

Kingfisher  Caravan  Site.  Wallheath  . . . . . . . . 150 

9.  Caledonia  Road.  Quarry  Bank  . . . . . . . . 1 

Land  Ambleeote  Road.  Quarry  Bank  . . . . . . 0 

*Land  Turk  Street.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . 1 

“Woodlands”.  Cot  Lane,  Wordsley  . . . . . . . . 1 

8,  Turk  Street.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Level  Street,  Brierley  Hill — Sites  “A”  and  ‘B”  . . . . 2 

Rear  oi  12,  Delph  Lane,  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . 1 

140.  Level  Street.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rear  of  109,  Dudley  Road.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . 1 

Land  Astons  Fold,  Ravensiteh,  Quarry  Bank  . . . . 1 

Rear  ot  “Ramsey  House”.  Penzer  Street.  Kingswinford  . . 1 

• Removed  later  in  year. 


Conditions  embodying  those  suggested  in  the  Ministry's  Model  were  im- 
posed where  suitable.  Work  w'as  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  yi'ar  on 
additional  sanitary  and  washing  facilities  at  the  Kingfisher  site. 

38  visits  and  28  re-visits  were  made  to  licensed  caravan  sites. 

The  Caravans  at  “May  View'’  Thorns  Road.  Quarry  Bank  w'ere  still 
occupied  pending  enforcement  action  by  the  Planning  Authority. 

The  Health  Committee  expressed  concern  that  a tew  caravanners  went 
into  occupation  of  sites  without  first  obtaining  a licence,  and  the  Council 
adopted  the  Committee's  recommendation  that  legal  proceedings  should  be 
taken  against  future  offenders. 

The  activity  of  the  itinerant  van  dwellers  was  rather  less  than  in 
previous  years,  but  their  sites  were  as  untidy  as  ever.  Vans  w'ere  removed  on 
several  occasions  from  vacant  housing  sites.  These  people  appear  to  make  no 
effort  to  comply  with  the  .\et. 

65  visits  and  11  re-visits  were  made  to  unlicen.sed  sites. 
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HOUSING 


Siiiniiunij  of  I nspcctionst 

Ins])cciionf! 

Jir- 

i}tspecii(»in 

Deiiiolition  .Section  17  . 

29 

160 

Clearance  .\rea.s . . 

118 

216 

Other  \hsits 

107 

2 

Improvement  Grants  . , 

283 

503 

Rent  .\ct.  1 957  . . 

2 

1 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

4.8 

t t 

Overcrowding 

57 

- 

Notwithstanding  that  190  unfit  houses 
Areas  were  vacated  during  the  year  (176  fa 

subject  to  Demolition  or  Clearance 
iiilies  rehoused  by  the  Council)  the 

number  of  occupied  unfit  houses  subject  to  operative  orders  was  199  at  the  end 
of  December.  For  this  reason,  and  due  to  the  fact  that  prospects  for  new 
house  lettings  during  1963  were  known  to  be  ]X)or,  progress  in  Housing  Act 
action  was  limited  to  cases  which  became  urgent  due  to  dangerous  structures 
or  acute  unfitness  coupled  with  ill  health  of  the  tenants.  The  total  of  28 
houses  dealt  witli  is  the  lowest  for  several  years  as  perusal  of  Table  III  will 
confirm.  Many  new  dwellings  including  maisonettes  and  multi-storey  Hats 
are  planned,  but  it  is  the  completion  rate  which  finally  decides  the  rate  of 
housing  progress.  Confirmation  was  received  for  the  .Silver  Street,  Bull  Street 
Hrierley  Hill  Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

Inspections  were  commenced  in  preparation  for  the  declaration  oi  the 
first  Clearance  Areas  of  the  second  five-year  slum  clearance  programme  in 
anticipation  that  they  would  be  declared  during  1963.  None  ot  the  tenants  of 
these  houses  can  expect  to  be  rehoused  before  Ihbd.  These  facts  emphasise 
that  there  is  no  room  for  complacency  or  satisfaction  in  regard  to  slum  clearance 
when  it  is  known  that  there  are  still  approximately  8.50  families  occupying 
schednled  unfit  houses. 

So  much  for  the  tpiestion  of  clearance  of  unfit  houses  not  repairable  at 
reasonable  expense.  Let  us  look  at  the  question  of  houses  repairable  at  reason- 
able expense.  It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  say  that  it  has  again  not  been  practi- 
cable to  resume  the  systematic  inspection  of  such  houses.  This  is  a position 
common  to  many  authorities,  and  stems  from  a prcocenpation  with  shim 
clearance  and  the  fear  that  in  many  cases  the  cost  of  repairs  to  suitable  houses 
would  prove  unreasonable.  This  means  that  houses  gradually  deteriorate  into 
clearance  categories.  This  problem  is  allied  to  the  question  of  the  modernisa- 
tion of  houses,  and  the  rcipiirement  that  houses  where  imiirovemcnt  grants 
are  given  must  be  in  good  repair  olfscts  to  some  extent  the  lack  of  progress 
with  systematic  house  to  house  repairs.  It  may  he  that  ii  compulsory  repair 
was  combined  with  compulsory  improvement,  more  progress  would  he  made. 
One  thing  is  quite  clear,  the  total  cost  of  repairing  and  ini|u-ovii)g  snitahlc 
houses  is  lar  less  than  the  cost  of  building  new  houses  and  ])erhaps  this  should 
be  considered  when  assessing  reasonable  expense  rather  than  relating  this 
entirely  to  rent  inconu*. 


a? 

DETAILS  OF  THE  YEAR’S  WORK 
Section  17  (Demolition  Orders) 

28  liotisrs  were  reported  as  heinij;  unlit  and  18  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  on  tl>e  I'ollowinf^; — 

Hrif.ri.kv  IIll.l, 

22.  24.  26.  .‘36,  88,  The  (ioss,  Delph.  Brierley  Hill. 

162.  Mill  Street.  Brierley  Hill. 

Kincswixfori) 

“Xorthview.”  Bromley  Lane.  Kingswintord. 

WORDSLEY 

14  and  15,  Camp  Hill,  M’ordsley. 

(^EARRY  Bank 

19.  Rose  Hill.  Quarry  Bank. 

22.  Stour  Hill.  Quarry  Bank. 

Pensnkj’T 

9b  and  9e.  Tansey  Green,  Pensnett. 

134.  High  Street,  Pensnett. 

73  and  74.  Commonside.  Pensnett. 

Brockmoor 

1 and  2.  Campbell  Street.  Broekmoor. 

Closing  Orders  made  in  liei'  oe  Demolition  Orders 

20.  The  Goss,  Delph.  Brierley  Hill. 

22a,  Caledonia.  Quarry  Bank. 

200.  Thorns  Road.  Quarry  Bank. 

152.  High  Street,  Pensnett. 

20.  High  Street.  Wordsley. 

Closing  Order  on  Part  of  a Building 

First  floor  loom  of  outbuilding  — 44.  Moss  (irove.  Kingswintord. 

U.NDERTAKINGS  TO  DEMOLISH 

92.  Fenton  Street.  Brierley  Hill. 

75  and  76.  Commonside.  Pensnett. 


Undertakings  to  Render  Fir. 

90.  Norwood  Road.  Broekmoor. 
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Improvement  Grants 

The  total  number  of  a])plieation.s  approved  was  less  than  last  year.  More 
Standard  Grants  were  jjiven  but  less  Diseretionary  Grants.  The  eash  paid  out, 
however,  was  greater  due  to  the  long  delay  whieh  oeeurs  in  many  eases  in 
eompletion  of  improvements  after  the  grant  has  been  agreed  many  of  the 
payments  related  to  work  approved  during  1961. 

'Phere  is  no  doubt  that  in  this  area  the  building  trade  is  very  busy  with 
new  house  building  which  is  more  straightforward  than  property  repairs  and 
alterations.  Greater  interest  from  builders  eould,  I think,  promote  more 
improvement  work.  Househo'ders  may  be  assured  that  every  assistance  with 
the  minimum  of  red  tape  will  be  given  to  them.  If  the  cost  of  repairs  is  a 
stumbling  block  the  Council  willingly  assists  with  loans,  and  this  is  in  addition 
to  loaning  the  owner’s  portion  of  the  cost  of  improvements.  The  Council 
designated  the  area  enclosed  by  Talbot  Street,  Bank  Street  and  Rradleymore 
Road  (including  Adelaide  Street  and  Trinity  Street)  Rrierley  Hill  for  special 
attention.  All  the  houses  are  to  be  visited  and  the  owners  circularised  and  asked 
to  take  grants.  The  Council  also  agreed  to  purchase  any  tenanted  house  if  the 
owner  preferred  to  sell  rather  than  do  the  improvements  himself. 

'Phe  survey  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


1962— IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Applications 

Approved 

Grants  Paid 

Housing  Act,  1949 

Improvement  Grants 

11 

£4,832  16  0 

House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959 

Standard  Improvement  Grants  . . 

34 

£2,831  9 8 

Total 

45 

£7,664  5 8 

4.0 


RENT  ACT,  1957 


iiig 


'I'hcro  was  afi'aiii  litlle  call  on  the  services  ol  tlie  (le])artment  as  the  Collovv- 
stutisties  show; 


FIRST  SCHEDULE 
Vear  ended  31st  December,  19(52 

PART  I APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certitieates  ..  ..  ..  ..  I 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  . . . . . . Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates: 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  Paragraph  V 

of  the  First  Schedule  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under  proviso 

to  Paragraph  V of  the  First  Schedule  . . . . . . . . Nil 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  . . . . . . . . . . 1 


PART  II 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 


(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  . . . . Nil 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . . . . 3 


Overcrowding 


At  the  end  of  1902  there  were  4 known  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding. 


?t  out  in  the  following  table: 

Council 

Houses 

Private 

Houses 

— O' 

Total 

At  31st  December,  1901 

4 

3 

7 

New  cases 

.... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

Cases  abated  .... 

2 

») 

4 

— 

— 

- - 

Total  eases  at  31.st  December,  1962 

2 

2 

4 
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Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 


ju'coniniodation.  cookiiiLl.  J'inks.  I'oodstoi’cs.  liot  and  cold  water  supply  with 
hand  basins  and  baths.  'Phc  Conncil  decided  to  appl>’  the  following  standards: 

Ov  KHCKOWniN’ti  — 


Not  more  than  one  [lerson 
Not  more  than  two  persons 
Not  more  than  three  persons 


Room  area  70  110  s(|nare  feet 

Room  area  110  -200  s(piare  feet 
Room  area  200—  800  s(jnare  feet 


Facilities 


No  one  amenity  should  be  sliared  by  more  than  two  families  and  there 
shonid  be  one  W.t  ..  one  bath,  one  sink,  one  eooker  and  foodstore  for  every 
fi\  e persons,  anti  a supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  shonid  be  maintained. 

The  ])roeedure  adopted  was  that  in  accordanee  with  Seetion  15,  a Direction 
was  given  limiting  the  number  of  jiersons  permitted  to  live  in  the  house  having 
regard  to  existing  facilities.  The  owner  eonld  either  alltiw  the  number  of 
|)ersons  in  oeenpation  to  run  down  or  eonld  provide  additional  facilities. 

Directions  were  made  in  respect  of  six  houses  and  live  notices  were  issued 
retpiiring  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

The  Act  also  empowers  the  service  of  notices  ret^niring  additional  facilities. 
It  was.  however,  found  imiiraeticable  to  do  this  in  the  ]iarticidar  houses  dealt 
with  because  without  removal  of  some  ol  the  tenants,  there  would  have  been 
no  room  for  the  fitting  of  baths,  etc. 

With  the  issue  of  the  Housing  (Management  of  Houses  in  Multiple  Oeeupa- 
tion)  Regulations.  11)62.  jiower  was  given  to  recpiire  better  management  of 
these  houses  by  means  of  Management  Orders  following  which,  notices  rccpiiring 
rc])airs  can  be  issued.  Four  Management  Orders  were  made,  and  the  attention 
of  the  owners  was  called  to  the  necessary  repairs.  In  live  cases  the  owners 
decided  to  discontinue  the  letting  olT  of  rooms  and  so  obviated  eomplianee  with 
the  Notices.  They  were  i)robably  demoralisetl  by  the  welter  of  notices  and 
forms  delivered  to  them  from  the  oMice.  It  is  fortunate  that  there  are  lew 
serious  instances  of  multiple  oeenpation  of  houses  in  Rrierley  Hill,  otherwise 
the  stafi'  would  have  been  overwhelmed  with  the  ])ai)er  work  called  for  by  the 
Ac't's  re(piirements  regarding  the  service  of  notices. 

In  each  case  the  advice  of  the  County  Fire  Department  was  sought 
regarding  means  of  escape  in  ease  of  lire,  and  two  notices  were  served  on  owners 
re(]uiring  appiopriate  provision  to  be  made. 
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It  shouicl  be  noted  that  the  ]K)wers  to  require  tlie  provision  ot  baths, 
wash  hand  basins  and  hot  and  eold  water  supplies  is  applieable  to  multi- 
oeeupied  houses  oiny.  Surely,  it  will  be  realised  one  day  that  these  faeilities 
should  be  eonipidsory  in  all  houses. 

In  one  instanee  legal  proeeedings  were  taken  for  a eontravention  of 
Seetion  160  of  the  Housing  Aet,  1957  in  refusing  to  allow  a Publie  Health 
Inspeetor  to  enter  the  house.  A fine  of  £5  Os.  Od.  with  £7  7s.  Od.  eosts  was 
imposed. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Composition  and  Labelling  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

197  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Publie  Analyst,  all  were  gemune 


except  7 which  were  reported  as 

follow.s: — 

Sample  No. 

Action  taken 

2813 — Milk  (Sterilised).  Contains 
4.3°o  of  added  water. 

Informal 

The  complaint  was  thoroughly  investi- 
gated, deliveries  of  milk  were  checked 
but  the  source  of  the  added  water  could 
not  be  traced. 

2838 — Shrewsbury  Biscuits.  Des- 
cribed as  “Made  with  Pure  Butter” 
so  that  fat  present  should  be  en- 
tirely butter,  but  contains  only 
;)()%  Butter 

Informal 

Manufacturers  agreed  to  amend  their 
label  to  read — 

“Containing  pure  butter”. 

2844 — Buttercream  Flapjacks.  The 
fat  in  Butter-cream  should  consist 
entirely  of  butter-fat.  The  fat  in 
this  cream-like  filling  in  this  sample 
contains  only  48.7%  of  butter-fat. 

Informal 

Manufacturers  agreed  to  amend  their 
label  to  read — 

“Devon  flapjacks”. 

2894 — Braised  Pork  Kidneys.  Con- 
tains only  70.6%  of  meat  and  so 
should  be  described  as  “Braised 
Pork  Kidneys  in  Gravy". 

Informal 

The  manufacturers  liavc  agreed  to 
amend  their  label  to  read  “Braised  Pork 
Kidneys  in  rich  gravy”. 

2904  Pure  Concentrated  .\pple 
.Juice.  Contains  only  13.7  mgm./ 
fl.oz.  of  Vitamin  C instead  of  the 
minimum  of  30  mgm. /fl.oz.  claimed. 

Informal 

This  proved  to  be  old  stock  which  has 
been  withdrawn  from  sale. 

2950-  Chopped  Pork.  9.9%  defi- 
cient of  its  proper  jjroportion  of 
meat,  containing  85.6°{,  in.stead  of 
95.0°o. 

Informal 

This  product  is  imported  from  Yugo- 
slavia and  the  Importers  contend  that 
there  are  no  legal  standards  for  meat 
content  of  canned  meats. 

2983  -Pork  Sausage.  Contains  un- 
declared sulphite  preservative, 
e(|uivulent  to  230  parts  per  million 
of  sul|)hur  dioxide. 

Formal 

The  manufacturer  was  warned. 

The  fidl  list  of  articles 

.\lnioiuis  (Ground) 

analysed  is: 

Cordial  (.Vni.seed) 

Milk  Chocolate  (Diabetic) 

Alumiiiiuni  Hydroxide 

Coffee  & Chicory 

Mints 

Tablets. 

Crab  Paste 

Mock  Salmon  Cutlets 

•Apple  .luiee 

Cherry  W ine 

Milk  (Pasteurised) 

Bubble  Guni 

Christmas  Pudding 

■Milk  (T.T.  Pasteurised) 

Blackcurrant  Conserve 

Diltron 

.Milk  (Channel  Island) 

Baked  Beans 

Dentvnc  Gum 

Milk  (Sterilised) 

Baked  Beans  (with  ])ork 

Dietivit  h)lixir 

Margarine  with  10%  Butter 

sausage) 

Drinks  .Alcoholic: 

Marzipan 

Butter 

Bitter  Beer 

Morfat  \Vhip|)ing 

Butter  Crinkle  Biscuits 

Gin 

Nerve  Tone 

Butter  Cream  Flapjacks 

Rum 

Orange  Thins 

Blands  Pills 

^Vhisky 

Orange  Essence 

Bicarbonate  Tablets 

Essence  of  Linseed 

Pink  I^ills  (Dr.  Williams) 

Beef  with  Butter  (Potted) 

Essence  Various  Flavours 

Pancake  Mixture 

Beef  (Corned) 

Essence  of  Rennet 

Pork  Sausage 

Beef  Steak  Pudding 

Extract  of  Beef 

Quick  .Jcl 

Beef  Loaf 

Fish  Cakes 

Raspberries 

Braised  Pork  Kidneys 

Fruit  .Jam 

Supervite 

Butter  (New  Zealand) 

Faggots 

.Sauce  (Chop) 

Butter  (Real  English) 

I^'lavoured  Milk  Drink 

Sponge  Pudding  Mixture 
Sauce’s  (various) 

Butter  (Farm  Bell) 

Glycerin,  Lemon  & Honey 

Butter  (Danish) 

Ginger  Sweets 

Strawberries 

Butter  (Fine  Fare) 

Hamburger  Patties  with 

Shrewsbury  Biscuits 

Chopped  Chicken 

Grav> 

Starch  Reduced  Rolls 

Citroze 

Ice  Cream 

Sausage  Rolls 

Cream  (Pure  Dairy) 

Instant  Postum 

Sausage  (Beef  & Pork) 

Codeine  Tablets 

.Jelly 

Salmon  Spread 

Calcium  Gluconate  Tablets 

Lamb  Tongues 

Sunny  Spread 

Chopped  Pork 

Lobelline 

Sherbo  Dab 

Cetal 

Lightning  Tonic 

.Supervite 

Chewing  Gum 

Lemonade  Powder 

Small  J^eaf  Tea 

Cough  Syrup 

Lemon  Curd 

Turkey  & Sausage  Dinner 

Cigarettes  (Sweets) 

Mento  Lyptus  Tablets 

Teabreak  Biscuits 

Chicken  Croquettes 

Margarine 

Tomato  Ketchup 

Chutney  Pickle  (sieved) 

Meat  Tenderiser 

Turkey  Soup 

Coffee  Sugar  Cr>’stals 

Mashed  Potato 

Vitaliser  Tonic 

Marmalade 

Vegetables  Veal  it  Ham 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

The  final  result  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Report  is  that  eight  slaughterhouses 
now  comply  with  the  structural  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  ot  Cruelty)  Regulations. 
The  improvements  carried  out  have  included  enlarged  and  better  lairages. 
stunning  pens  for  cattle,  additional  or  enlarged  meat  hanging  rooms,  equipment 
for  sterilising  butchers’  knives,  cleavers,  etc.,  and  changing  rooms  and  hand 
washing  facilities  for  slaughtermen.  The  standard  of  building  has  been  sound 
and  substantial  and  in  most  cases  has  included  glazed  tile  wall  finishes  where 
necessary.  The  facilities  for  good  hygienic  meat  pi'oduetion  arc  therefore 
available  and  all  Meat  Inspectors  are  instructed  to  see  that  the  “hygienic 
practises”  section  of  the  Regulations  are  observed. 

l.-tol  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses. 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  . . . . . . . . . . a'.J 
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Meat  Inspection 

This  essential  work  occupied  the  liill  time  of  one  Inspector  visits  to 
slau^litei-houses  were  made  lor  this  purpose.  Wdien  the  ^iffht  slaujfhterhouses 
go  into  I'nil  production  in  Ihd.'k  anotiu'r  Inspector  will  have  to  be  allocated 
part  time.  Kven  with  this  service,  it  is  not  possible  to  inspect  all  animals  at 
the  time  of  slaughter.  ,\ll  oti'als  are,  however,  kept  Cor  inspection  with  the 
(‘arease,  and  in  view  o(‘  the  generally  high  (piality  of  animals  handled  by 
butchers  in  this  area,  the  Ins])eetors  were  satisfied  that  all  meat  passed  for 
human  consumption  was,  in  fact,  lit  for  that  purpose.  The  position  is  always 
muler  review,  and  if  it  is  necessary  to  insjicet  more  of  the  meat  at  time  of 
slaughter,  extra  ins])ectorial  time  will  have  to  be  allocated. 


TABLE  lY 


Catlle 

excluding 

Coivs 

CoK'S 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Nuniber  killed  . . 

2917 

19 

15 

14,2,37 

1 5,773 

Number  Inspected 

2917 

19 

15 

14,237 

15,773 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 



1 

4 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  paid  or 
oryan  was  condemned 

370 

3 

— 

590 

2398 

Percentage  of  nnmher  insjjected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tnl)ercnlosis  and  Cysticerci 

12.72 

1 .7 . 79 

O.tiO 

4.17 

1 5 . 29 

Tuberculosis  only 

\\‘hole  carcases  condemned 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  condemned 

3 

— 

— 

— 

085 

Percentage  of  nnmher  inspected 
affected  with  'I'nhercnlosis 

0.10 

— 

— • 

— 

4.34 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

27 



. 

__ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

by  refrigeration 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Icncraliscd  and  'I'olally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

'I’oliil  wcililil  of  iiK'ivt  coadcniiu'd  S-toiis.  l!)-cwts. 
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Other  Foods  condemned 

Ajiric’ots  (l)ric(i)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .‘JT-lbs. 

Apricots  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘id 

Beetroot  ('Fins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Beef,  t'onu'd  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cherries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cream  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a 

Cliieken  (Whole)  (Tinned)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Fruit  Salad  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . a 

(Jrajiefrnit  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a 

Ham  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Irish  Stew  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '2 

lameheon  Meat  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Milk  (Tins) 1 

Mineemeat  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Ox  Tongue  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Peas  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I 

Peas  (Pkts.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 

Peaehes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a 

Pears  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Pilchards  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Pineapple  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .) 

Plums  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Puddings  (Tins) 1 

Sardines  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Soups  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Salmon  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tomatoes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1‘2 

Vegetables  (Tins)  . . . . . . , . . . . . . S 

In  two  eases  failure  of  cold  store  refrigerators  resulted  in  the  following 
frozen  gf>ods  being  condemned: 

Miseellaneous  Ooods: 

Peas,  beans,  (ish.  meats  . . . . . . . . . . .57T-pkts. 

Miseellaneous  lee  Creams: 

Choc  lees.  Cornets.  Briekc'ttes  ..  ..  ..  17-dozen 

Several  instances  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  were  investigated,  c-.u;..  elass 
in  milk,  tnetal  washci’s  in  mineemeat.  In  all  eases  it  a|)|)earcd  that  the  mann- 
faeturers  had  taken  all  possible  stejis  to  |)revent  such  ineich-nts  and  would 
i-edouble  their  elforts  to  do  so. 
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Food  Hygiene 

Some  idea  of  the  work  necessary  and  the  work  aetually  done  may  he 
gained  from  the  following  table: — 


Xo.  in  Xuinher  of 


Premises 

Register 

I nspeetions 

Reinspectious 

Markets  and  (General 

P'ood  Premises 

-07 

424 

130 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Sausage,  etc. 

21  ( 

55 

9 

Canteens  and  Cafes 

. . 52  1 

Fish  I'riers 

23 

28 

12 

lee  Cream  Mamdaeturers 

5 

32 

25 

Licensed  Premises 

170 

55 

203 

Food  Vehicles  . . 

no  record 

116 

2 

The  general  idea  of  raising  the  standard  of  Food  Handling  Hygiene  has 
been  much  publicised  since  introduction  of  Food  Byelaws  in  1950  and  the  Food 
’giene  Regulations  in  1955.  It  might  therefore  be  thought  that  every  food 
trader  and  employee  would  be  aware  of  the  standards  required.  That  this  is 
not  so  is  made  clear  by  the  fact  that  218  letters  were  sent  to  food  traders 
drawing  attention  to  breaches  of  the  Regulations  and  that  in  three  cases  legal 
proceedings  were  taken  and  fines  imposed.  The  imposition  of  a fine  probably 
exerts  some  financial  pinch  and  loss  of  reputation  on  the  offender  and  may 
frighten  others  into  being  more  careful. 

It  has  long  been  the  policy  at  Brierley  Hill  to  maintain  a friendly  relation- 
ship with  traders  in  return  for  co-operation  in  adopting  departmental  recom- 
mendations. This  policy  reduces  the  risk  of  conditions  deteriorating  to  such  an 
extent  that  proceedings  are  inevitable  but  re(]uires  the  expenditure  of  much 
time  in  visits  to  premises.  Pvxperienee  indicates  that  if  this  work  is  allowed 
to  lapse  conditions  deteriorate.  The  value  of  work  ol  the  staff  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors  must  be  assessed  accordingly. 


Food  Premises- -Items  Remedied 


Rooms  cleaned  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Storage  accommodation  improved  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Hot  water  and  cold  water  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Wash-basins  and  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 82 

Outside  display  improved  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

First-aid  kits  jn-ovided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 19 


Legal  Proceedings 


L(‘ii;il  Pr()C(‘C(linf>s  wore  takoii  in  tlircc  oases: 


\ainf 

Messrs.  J.  Goodwin  & Son 
(Quarry  Bank)  Limited. 

Mr.  Henry  Faiei'er. 


Reason 

Inseet  infestation  in 
Bakehouse  and  lack  of 
proper  facilities. 

SinokinfJ  whilst  handlin^j’ 
food  in  a foodroom. 


Result  of  Proeeeili nils 

Fined  £.50  Os.  Od.  and 
ten  f>'uineas  costs. 

Fined  £3  Os.  Od.  and 
five  miineas  costs. 


.Messrs.  Price  & Sons  Bread  van  in  dirty 
Limited.  eonrlition. 


Fined  £5  Os.  Od.  and 
five  guineas  costs. 


Ice  Cream 

07  Samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Eight  results 
were  unsatisfactory. 


Type 
of  Mix 

No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

GRADES 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Produced  within 
the 

Urban  District 

Heat  Treated 

22 

17 

' - 

2 

3 

Complete  Cold 

9 

8 

1 

— 

— 

Produced  outside 

Heat  Treated 

36 

33 

— 

2 

1 

TOT.\L 

67 

58 

1 

4 ! 4 

It  is  some  years  since  so  many  samples  were  graded  within  (Jrades  three 
and  four.  This  is  solely  due  to  the  introduction  of  soft  ice  cream  manufactured 
on  mobile  sales  vans  and  the  employment  of  ine.xpericneed  peojjlc  to  serve 
the  ice  cream  and  to  attend  to  the  sterilisation  of  the  freezing  machinery  and 
storage  bottles  anel  to  manage  the  ecpiipment  so  that  ice  cream  mix  is  stored 
at  the  safe  temperature  laid  dowu  in  the  Regulations.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
there  is  no  power  to  control  these  vehicles  by  licence.  They  can  come  into 
Brierlcy  Hill  from  other  areas  freely  without  the  department  being  officially 
informed  that  they  intend  to  do  so. 

So  far  as  individual  samples  were  concerned,  the  reasons  for  the  failures 
were  fully  investigated  and  advice  was  given  to  avoid  repetition,  but  I feel 
that  unless  the  trade  puts  its  house  iu  order,  it  will  fall  into  tlisrejnite.  Pre- 
packed factory  made  ice  cream  continued  to  be  of  excclleut  (piality. 
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Section  16 


'riiort'  are  2 tS  premises  on  the  reifister: 

Iec-(’ream  Faetories  . . . . . . 5 

lec-t'ream  Shops  . . . . . . l!»;4 

Sausaire,  ete.,  faetories  . . . . . . . . . , 20 

Fish  Friers  . . . . . . 24 


MILK 

Al!  lieenees  were  issued  last  year  to  cover  five  years  to  December.  196.t. 
Samjiles  were  taken  regularly  and  failures  investigated. 

Table  V gives  details  of  all  milk  samples  taken. 


TAHLK  V 

MILK  SAMPLING- 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  1962 


Designation 
under  which 
sold 

Total 
No.  of 
Samples 

Meth 

Bl 

Tt 

ylene 

ue 

^st 

Phosphatase 

Test 

1 

Turbiditu 

Test 

1 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

28 

28 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

54 

54 

— 

54 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised  . . 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

T.T.  (Raw) 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOT A I 

114 

92 

• — 

82 

— 

22 

— 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

5 en(|uiries  were  received  and  (58  visits  made.  In  two  eases  the  problem 
is  a eontimiing  one  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  trade  and  some  jirogress 
was  made  in  redueing  noise.  One  complaint  was  due  to  the  temporary  use  of  a 
compressor,  and  in  two  other  eases  it  was  not  considered  that  any  serious 
nnisanee  existed. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 


Premises 

Number 

in 

Register 

Num 

ber  of 

I nspections 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

302 

68 

Nil 

Without  Me'chanical  Power 

36 

10 

Nil 

Total  

338 

78 

Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
ichich  Prose- 
cutions were 
Instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  II.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  II.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

13 

5 







Inadequate  ventilation 
Sanitary  Conveniences; 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Insuflicient 

4 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

1 

1 

— 





Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

4 





lating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

39 

11 

— 

3 

— 

7 Outworkers  lists  were  received  notifying  10  Outworkers. 

150  visits  and  -lO  revisits  were  made  to  factories  and  outworker  premises. 

Some  flidieulty  was  still  experienced  in  securing  the  proper  arrangement 
of  sanitarv  accommodation  in  new  factoi'N'  buildings. 

• • o 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Hats  and  Mice  destruction  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  to  house-holders, 
business  premises  attract  a charge  on  a cost  plus  basis.  In  all  205  dwelling 
house's  plus  117  business  premises  were  tre*ated  for  minor  infestations. 


r>() 

Full  (k'tails  of  the  work  are  reproduced  froiu  the  annual  return  to  the 
Ministry  of  Afjrieulture  and  Fisheries. 

A treatment  of  the  Couneil's  sewei’s  was  carried  out  and  i-evealed  little 
infestation. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-.igricullurfd 

Load 

.iulliorily 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

(including 

Business 

Premises) 

Total 

Number  of  j)roperties  in  Local  Author- 
ity’s District  . . 

9 

18,215 

2,432 

20,6.56 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of: 

Notilication 

260 

260 

Survey 

2 

5 

67 

74 

Otherwise 

— 

836 

781 

1,617 

Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspection  . . 

31 

1115 

1158 

2,304 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

Rats — Minor 

2 

174 

103 

279 

Mice — Minor 

— 

31 

14 

45 

Number  of  infested  projjerties  treated 
by  the  L.A. 

2 

205 

117 

324 

Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  . . 

21 

636 

677 

1,334 

Assistance  was  giv^en  to  Amblecote  U.D.C.  when  requested. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Details  of  the  shop  premises  on  the  register  are  as  follows: 

Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . ■ • . . ■ ■ . . 9 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 268 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . 170 

The  I'ccjuiremf  ids  of  the  .\et  are  referred  to  during  routine  \ isits  to  sho])s 
for  other  purposes. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Nimihcr  of  licc'iisod  premises  . . 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Premises  registered  under  this  Aet.  . . 


PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1928—1936 

Premises  lieensed  . . . . . . . . . . . . !>3 

Total  storage  (gallons)  . . . . . . . . . . . . l(il,<S3() 

Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7‘2  Las.  Od. 


Petroilers 

Premises  Lieensed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Total  Storage  (Gallons)  . . . . . . . . . . 138-1 

Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2  10s.  Od. 

38  visits  and  99  revisits  were  made  to  Filling  .Stations  and  other  petroleum 
stores  to  seeure  eomplianee  with  lieenee  eonditions.  ('onditions  fov  new  Filling 
Stations  followed  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  West  Midlands  Petroleum 
Aets  Administration  Group. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  seetion  of  the  Report  relat 

Staff 

Student  Public  Cleansing  I 
Foreman 
Male  Employees 
Female  Employees 

These  are  employed  as  follows: 
Refuse  Colleetion 
Refuse  Disposal 
Salvage 

Street  Cleansing 
Gullies  and  Cesspools 
Depot.  Drains.  Public  C' 
Rodent  Control  . . 


s to  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1963. 

speetor  . . 1 

1 

47 

. . . . 5 

Male  Feniale 

27  — 

. . . . 1 — 

3 n 

. . 10  — 

2 

cnienees 

. . . 4 — 


The  number  of  working  days  lost  by  all  employees,  through  sickness  or 
injuries  was  792. 

Workmen  emi)loyed  on  street  cleansing  aet  as  relief  refuse  eolleetors  when 
recpiired. 
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Tlic  vehicles  available  in  the  Department  are  listed  below: 


Registration 

No.  \"ehicle  Year 

SHE  742  S & D Freighter  (side  loader)  . . . . 1949 

2227  F Morris  Refuse  ('olleetor  (side  loader)  1953 

VHF  485  S i!v  D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . . . 1953 

258  ARF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . . . 1953 

407  FRF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . , 1955 

*306  TRF  S & 1)  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . 1958 

*DRF  64  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  (Bulk  Container  Loader)  . . 1960 

*138  DBF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  (Bulk  Container  Loadc'r)  . . 1962 

*9722  RF  S & D (iully  Cesspool  Emptier  . . . . . . 1960 

*401  KRF  Bedford-Laere  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper  . . . . 1956 

*19  TRF  Bedford-Laere  Meehanical  Road  Sweeper  . . . . 1957 

*1263  RF  Bedford-Laere  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper  . . . . 1960 

*9411  E Austin  (4  eu.  yd.  side  loader)  Street  Cleansing  . . 1959 

34  LRF  Austin  Pick-up  A40  . . . . . . . . 1956 

318  .IRF  Morris  Van  (waste  paper  collection)  . . . . . . 1956 

*940  JBF  Austin  Van  (waste  paper  collection)  . . . . . . 1962 

*941  JBF  Austin  Van  (waste  paper  collection)  ..  ..  ..  1962 

948  LBF  Austin  A. 60  Van  (Foreman)  . . . . . . . . 1963 

9701  RF  Austin  A. 55  Van  (Rodent  Operative,  Disinfection)  . . 1960 

* Bray  Loader  (4-wheel  drive)  (Tip)  . . . . . . 1958 

83  RRF  Austin  Omni  Van  (public  conveniences  and  bin  delivery)  1957 
387  CRF  Austin  2-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1 954 


* Denotes  diesel  engine 


It  was  decided  to  replace  the  Morris  side  loading  refuse  collection  vehicle 
and  an  order  was  placed  for  a Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatic  Refuse 
Collector  of  35-eu.  yd.  rated  capacity.  Delivery  is  expected  during  1963. 
This  design  of  vehicle  compresses  the  refuse  during  loading  into  the  body  and 
therefore  has  greater  carrying  capacity  particularly  with  the  light  refuse  now 
arising  in  Smoke  Control  Areas. 


Refuse  Collection 

The  year  covered  by  this  report  ended  on  the  31st  March,  1963.  i.e.  the 
end  (if  the  financial  year.  The  last  (|uarter  was,  therefore,  the  first  (piarter  of 
the  1963  National  Prodnetivity  Vear,  and  it  is  therefore  opjiortune  to  refer 
to  this  aspect  of  refuse  collection. 

In  Octobei’,  1961  a survey  report  o1  an  independent  firm  of  work  study 
consnitants  ga\c  the  opinion  that  prodnetivity  of  the  retuse  collectors  was 
high.  This  was  nndoubtcdly  due  to  the  bonus  scheme  first  introduced  in  1951 
which  has  resulted  in  a progressive  increase  in  out])ut  per  team  per  week.  This 
is  measured  in  terms  of  bins  emptied  |)cr  wc(*k  per  team.  During  the  last  few 


years,  the  litrure  !)as  been  on  averajje  4. ()()()  bins  pc-r  week.  'I'liese  (io;in-(s  are 
aehievc-d  jiartly  by  hard  work,  by  know-how  in  the  procedure  adopted,  and 
l)y  the  use  of  larf>'e  capacity  well-maintained  vehicles  and  the  availability  of 
spare  vehicles  to  reduce  to  a miniinuin  interruption  in  loadinij  time  which 
might  be  caused  l)y  normal  vehicle  maintenance  work  and  or  unroreseen 
breakdown. 

My  joint  consent  it  a])pears  that  the  present  team  output  is  a maximum 
one  notwithstanding  that  some  teams  eompl’^te  the  work  well  within  the  normal 
42-hours.  The  pay  is  ealeulatct!  as  normal  weekly  pay  plus  a bonus  [)ayment 
and  the  reduction  in  target  last  year  resulted  in  a substantial  increase  in  bonus 
pay  (30/-  [)rr  week  per  man).  From  a productivity  point  of  \iew  it  was 
fortunate  tliat  the  men  decided  to  earn  and  receive  this  extra  bonus  and  not 
reduce  output. 

There  are  other  factors  which  affect  output.  Fxam])les  are.  dillieult  access 
to  bins,  steps  up  or  down  to  houses,  long  footpaths,  ornamental  grass  plots  in 
front  of  houses,  eul-de-saes.  etc.  It  would  be  excellent  if  all  householders 
stored  bins  at  the  front.  This  has  been  done  siieeessfully  on  one  private  housing 
development  and  avoids  the  dillieulties  encountered  when  householders  build 
up  the  whole  of  the  frontage  with  garages  without  separate  access  to  the  rear. 
It  also  reduces  the  walking  distanee  of  the  men.  The  attention  of  estate 
develojiers  to  these  eonsiderations  would  be  a move  in  the  right  direction. 

Last  year  it  was  reported  that  it  was  ])roposed  to  introeluee  salvage 
trailers  on  to  the  refuse  collection  rounds.  This  has  been  done  on  one  round 
following  the  agreement  that  there  should  be  a reduction  in  the  basic  dust  bin 
target,  and  an  extra  payment  based  on  the  weight  of  paper  collected.  This 
seheme  has  ojierated  on  a permanent  basis  since  .Inly.  1902.  Apart  from  a 
diflieidt  period  during  the  snowy  weather,  the  weight  collected  has  been  45 — 
OO-ewts.  per  week  giving  each  man  a bonus  of  20/-  to  25/-  per  week.  Produc- 
tivity on  bin  collection  h.as  been  redueerl  by  about  300  bins  per  week,  but  110- 
tons  of  waste  jiaper  have  been  eolleeted.  Financially  the  seheme  breaks  even 
when  allowing  for  the  eost  of  collecting  the  300  bins  lost  output.  It  is  clear 
that  the  trade  unions  drove  a hard  bargain  with  the  Council  when  negetiating 
the  bonus  rates.  It  is  still  not  elear.  however,  what  the  final  si/.e  of  bin  rounds 
with  trailers  will  be  since  teams,  districts  and  conditions  vary  and  larger 
rounds  may  be  possible.  It  is  also  unfortunate  that  dilficulty  in  sales  of  waste 
paper  have  made  it  impracticable  to  step  uji  propaganda  with  householders 
for  better  co-operation  in  separating  and  bundling  salvag'e  for  colleetion. 
f)ne  thing  is.  however,  (piitc  clear  and  that  is  that  the  householders  served  by 
the  trailer  ajiprcciate  being  able  readily  to  disjjose  of  bulky  cartons  which 
will  not  go  in  the  dust  bin.  In  oilier  words,  a better  s-rviee  is  lieing  given. 

From  a refuse  dis])osal  point  of  view,  it  is  obviously  good  business  to 
sell  the  refuse  than  to  dispose  of  it  by  tipping.  ,\t  lO-ewts.  per  cubic  yard. 
22()-cubie  yards  of  tipjung  space  woukl  have  l)een  used  by  the  110-toiis  eollee- 
ted and  the  Paper  Board  Industry  would  have  lost  valuable  raw  material. 

Collection  of  waste  paper  from  shops  and  i'actorics  bv  three  vans  was 
ef)ntinued.  figfi-tons  being  eolleeted  making  the  total  sales  of  paper  73!»-tons 
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value  £(i.‘2.‘3‘2  Os.  Od.  New  I'aetories  and  shops  in  the  district  resulted  in  greater 
call  on  the  service,  hnt  some  restriction  due  to  drop  in  demand  had  to  be 
enroreed. 

The  women  assistant  collectors  ceased  work  on  the  vans,  one  retiring  and 
the  other  being  transferred  to  |)aper  haling.  The  drivei’s  have  thus  earned  an 
increased  l)onns  Ijy  maintaining  the  tonnage  without  assistance. 

The  C’onneil  took  a further  step  towards  adopting  diistless  loading  of  refuse 
by  making  financial  provision  in  the  estimates  for  1963-64  for  the  purchase  of 
the  loading  ecpiipment  aiul  a (juantity  of  hinged  lid  bins. 


Refuse  Disposal 

.\I1  refirse  was  disposed  by  controlled  tipping  at  The  Leys  Tip  where 
covering  material  in  the  form  of  slag  or  ashes  is  available.  The  w'ork  was 
carried  out  with  some  difficulty  due  to  an  increase  in  the  activities  of  trespassers 
and  to  unauthorised  tipping  which  occurred  after  normal  working  hours. 
In  an  effort  to  improve  conditions  the  Council  authorised  the  erection  of 
fencing  to  enclose  the  tipping  area.  I think  this  will  prove  to  be  money  well 
spent. 

All  levelling  and  covering  was  carried  out  by  a 4-wheel  drive  Bray  Loader 
which  also  continued  to  carry  a generator  operating  a magnet  to  extract 
ferrous  metals,  mainly  tin  cans  from  the  refuse,  166  tons  were  baled  and  sold 
for  £1,078  Os.  Od. 

The  salvage  is  baled  by  women  using  electrically  powered  vertical  box 
jiresses.  Bonus  schemes  operate  for  tin  extraction  and  paper  baling  and 
handling. 

The  total  tonnage  ot  all  refuse  was — 

House  Refuse.  . ..  ..  ..  ..  11.583 

Trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . 753 

12,336 

Road  Sweepings  . . . . . . . . 1.748 

14.084  Tons 


Salvage  Income 

Paper 
Baled  Tins 
Metals 
Slag 

M iscellaneous 


Tom 

£ 

739 

6.232 

166 

1 .078 

4 

19 

2,654 

265 

6 

26 

3.569 

£7.620 
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COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1963 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  and  Salvage 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  . . 

22845 

2739 

25584 

Transport 

16658 

3291 

19949 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings* 

1 1239 

2134 

13378 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

50742 

8164 

58906 

Gross  Income  . . 

727 

8150 

8877 

Net  Cost 

5001  5 

14 

50029 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — labour  only 

34  11 

4 2 

39  1 

Gross  cost  per  ton — transport  only  . . 

25  6 

5 0 

30  6 

Net  cost  per  ton* 

76  6 

1 

76  7 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population* 

871 

1 

872 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises* 

2608 

1 

2609 

* Tlie  cost  of  providing  dustbins,  i.e.  £4,601  is  included  in  Plant,  etc.,  and 
represents  7s.  Od.  j)er  ton.  £80  per  1.000  population  and  £239  per  1,000  premises 
of  the  Net  l^nit  Costs. 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

5,851  acres 

Population  at  30th  June,  1962  . . 

57,430 

Total  refuse  collected — actual 

13,075  tons 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

12  cwts. 

Number  of  premises 

19,173 

Average  haul 

2.25  miles 

Frequency  of  collection 

weekly 

Kerbside  collection  (percentage  of  total  collection) 

Nil 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  . . 

13,075  tons 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping  . . 

100% 

Rateable  Value 

..  £711,868 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

£2,883 

Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  Disposal) 

Is.  5d. 

5« 


Street  Cleansing 

All  streets  were  ref>'ularly  swe])t  by  nieehanieal  sweepers  the  frequeiiev 
being  varied  to  some  extent  by  the  weather  eonditions  and  availability  of 
drivers.  The  long  spell  of  heavy  snow  and  frost  brought  work  to  a standstill, 
but  meant  heavy  work  later  when  heavy  loads  of  grit  had  to  be  eolleetcd. 

Litter  continued  to  be  a problem  and  one  vehicle  was  fully  employed 
servicing  shopping  centres,  bus  stops,  etc. 

W'eed  killer  was  sprayed  to  reduce  to  a minimum  the  use  of  labour  for 
hand  weeding. 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  vehicles  is  as  follows: 


NuDiber 
of  Loads 

Weight 

Tons 

Working 

Days 

No.  1 Bedford  I>acre  Sweeper 

160 

375 

105 

No.  2 Bedford  Laere  Sweeper 

173 

406 

100 

No.  3 Bedford  Laere  Sweeper 

266 

723 

185 

Street  sweepings  moved  bv  other 

599 

1504 

390 

vehicles 

366 

244 

— 

Total 

965 

1748 

390 

Gully /Cesspool  Cleansing 

This  work  continues  to  grow  by  leaps  and  bounds  due  to  the  completion 
of  new  housing  estates  and  it  is  dillieult  to  maintain  an  adequate  frequency 
of  cleansing  with  the  one  machine  available.  The  position  is  aggravated  by 
the  fact  that  there  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  calls  for  the 
emptying  of  cesspools.  One  l.lOO-gallon  Diesel-engined  (iully  Cesspool  Empty- 
ing Machine  is  used  for  this  puiqiose. 

81  cesspools  necessitated  2.5.5  cleansings. 

847  loads  were  removed  at  a cost  of  £i)22  Os.  Od. 
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COST  STATEMENT,  1962-1963 


Particularf! 

Street  Sxveeping 
and  Watering 

Street 

Gully  Cleansing 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

I^abour 

274.9 

824 

8078 

Transport  . . 

4956 

764 

5720 

Plant,  equipment,  build- 
ing, etc. 

110 

_ 

no 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7815 

1088 

8908 

Unit  Costs — 

£ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile 
cleansed 

86 

— 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 

£ 

£ 

£ 

cleansed 

— 

174 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popula- 
tion 

— 

19 

— 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Mileage  of  streets  cleansed  . . 

I'requency  of  cleansing — 

At  least  once  dailv' 

Three  to  five  times  weekly 

Twice  weekly 

Once  weekly 

Less  than  once  weekly  . . 

Number  of  street  gullies  cleansed  . . 

Number  of  gnily  cleansings  . . 

W eight  of  street  and  gnily  refuse  . . 


91 


80% 

40/ 

2.754 
6,247 
2,684  tons 


Vehicle  Repairs 

The  repair  staff  consists  of  a working  foreman  mechanic,  two  experienced 
mechanics  and  an  apprentice.  One  man  is  also  employed  greasing  and  on  other 
miscellaneous  routine  servicing. 

All  vehicles  arc  serviced  and  inspected  regularly  so  as  to  rcdiicc  the 
incidence  of  breakdowns  during  o|)eration. 
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Buildings,  Housing  and  Maintenance  Department 

Reg  istratio)! 

No.  ]'’eliicle  Year 

KliF  570  Austin  152  Van  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1001 

KHF  18S  Austin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

FHF  142  Austin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . 1961 

FPF  14.3  Austin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1061 

FHF  144  Austin  Platform  Truck  ..  ..  ..  ..  1961 

481  DRF  Austin  A4()  Van  . . . . . . . . . . 1954 

\"BF  75  Austin  .3-ton  . . . . . . . . . . 1962 

Highways  Department 

722  FRF  Austin  2-ton  Lorry 1955 

755  URE  Austin  2-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1958 

826  KRF  Austin  Van  . . ‘ 1956 

932  SRF  Austin  Van  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1957 

1779  RE  Vibrator  Roller  . . . . . . . . . . 1959 

*Traxcavator  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1960 

*380  HRF  Green  Road  Roller  . . . . . . . . . . 1955 

WRE  752  S & D Gully  Cesspool  Emptier  . . . . . . 1951 

9997  RF  Austin  5-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1960 

RBF  964  Austin  3-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1961 

196  LBF  Austin  7 Mini- Van 1962 

Parks  Department 

MRP’  452  John  Deer  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1947 

6211  E Austin  2-ton  Lorry 1958 

1335  RE  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1959 

MBP'  .367  Austin  152  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

496  DBP"  P'erguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1962 

816  NBP''  P'erguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1963 

87  RBP'  Austin  A60  Piek-Up  . . . . . . . . . . 1963 

Farm 

*411  ARP’  P'ord  5-ton  I.orry  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  195.3 

*MWP  251  Ferguson  Tractor  ..  ..  . ..  ..  1954 

*VBP'  54  P’erguson  Tractor  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1962 

Library 

IIBP'  212  Austin  7 Minivan  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19(50 


* Denotes  Diesel  Plngines 


Cars 


MXO  r)S() 
39  XHK 
170  CHF 


IIiinil)cr  Pulliiian  (Chairman) 
Ford  Popular  (llousiuj^  \Vcirarc) 
Morris  Oxl’ord  (Farm  ManajiC'r) 


1 !>52 
1 057 
1002 


Plant 

4 Concrete  .Mixers 

1 Mortar  Mixer 

2 Compressors 


32  .Motor  .Mowers 
2 Allan  Motor  Scythes 
1 liistcr  Stationary  l^hiyine 
1 Water  Pump 
1 Weed  SprayiiifT  Machine 


OTHER  SERVICES 


Pail  Closets 

There  are  33  pail  closets — these  are  emptied  weekly. 


Ashpits 

Only  8 remain. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  following  eonvenicnees  arc  cleansed  daily. 

Round  Oak,  Brierley  Hill  . . 

Hill  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Church  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Cottage  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Mill  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
High  Street,  Quarry  Bank  . . 

High  Street,  Brockmoor 

The  Coppice,  High  Street,  Pensnett 

High  Street,  Pensnett 

High  Street,  Kingswinford  . . 

Enville  Road,  Wallheath 
Lawnswood  Road,  Wordslev  . . 

High  Street,  W^ordsley 

Civic  Buildings,  Car  Park,  Brierley  Hill 


Male. 

Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 

Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 

Male  and  Female. 


C.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inapecior  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


HERALD  PRESS 
PRIORY  STREET 
DUDLEY 


